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Charl es t on Sout hern Univers i t y acc ept s and uphol ds the foll owi ng Fede ral Defi ni t i on of a Credi t 
Hour, as relat ed b y the S out hern Associ at i on of C oll eges and School s Comm i s s i on on Coll eges 
(SACS C OC) in its poli c y stat em ent titl ed "Credi t Hours":  

Federal Definition of the Credit Hour 

For purpos es of the appl i cat i on of this poli c y and in accord with fede ral re gul at i ons, a credi t hour 
is an amount of work rep res ent ed in intended l ear ni ng outcom es and  veri fi ed b y evidenc e of 
student achi evem ent that is an inst i t ut i onal l y estab l i s hed equi val enc y that  reasonabl y 
approx i m at es  

1. Not less than one hour of class room or dir ect fa cul t y inst ruct i on and a mini m um of two 
hours out of  class student work ea ch we ek for appr ox i m at el y fift een weeks for one 
semes t er or trim e s t e r hou r of  cr edi t, or ten to twel ve weeks for one qu art e r hour of cr edi t, 
or the equi val ent amount of work ove r a  diff erent amount of time, or   

2. At least an equi val ent amount of work as requi r ed outl i ned in item 1 above for other 
acad em i c acti vi t i es as  est abl i s hed b y the inst i t ut i on incl udi ng labor at or y work, 
interns hi ps, pract i ca, stud i o work, and other acad e m i c work leadi n g to the award of credi t 
hours . 

 



am ong othe rs ) shoul d req ui re betwe en 35- 45 hours of work (includi n g class time and clini cal 
time and allowi ng fo r out of class compl et i on of as si gnm ent s) per 1 cr edi t hour offe red.   

For ex am pl e, a cl ass ma y meet for one (1) hour we ekl y, and then requi re 4 hours clini cal 
meet i ngs weekl y, with litt l e or no ex tra compl et i on requi rem ent s outsi de th e meet i n g times.  
These five hou rs, mult i pli ed b y fi ft een weeks, equ al s  75 total "work" hours ; therefor e the class 
woul d earn student s 2 cre di t hours (since thei r tota l work time fall s withi n the 70- 90 hour 
window).   

Simil arl y, lab class es wh ere the p reponde ranc e of work is done in class and which requi r es litt l e 
out of class prep arat i on o r compl et i on, may awa rd credi t hours equi val ent to the total amount of 
"work" hours.  Ther efor e, a three hou r lab, meet i n g weekl y, with mini m al out of class work, 
equat es to 45 total work hours for the te rm, and therefo re is aw arded on e (1) credi t hour.  

Note that these are minimal  "work" requi rem ent s.  Out of class prep ar at i on and compl et i on 
times ma y requi re mor e ex tens i ve amount s of time over the cou rs e of a term,  part i cul arl y in the 
case of graduat e cours es. Howeve r, ex ces s i ve wor k requi rem ent s fo r  cr edi t hours shoul d be 
just i fi ed duri ng Curri cul u m Comm i tt ee or Gradu at e Counci l approval of co urs es to ex pl ai n wh y 
the ex tra work does not warr ant addi t i onal credi t hours. 

 

Credit in Online Courses 

Statement on Credit Hours: Credi t hours awa rde d must be determ i ned b y sound pract i ce 
re gardl es s of cours e deli ver y method. In accord an ce with fed eral la w and S AC S C OC standard 
10.7, onli ne cours es shou l d adhere to the foll owi ng



Thi s shoul d be equi val en t to the number of cont a c t hours norm al l y ex pect e d in a campus -
based cours e, and shoul d be docum ent ed in the co urs e s yll a bus. Hours for compl et i ng 
homework assi gnm ent s, worki ng on proj ect s, stud yi n g for ex am i nat i ons, etc., shoul d be  
consi dered outsi de the co nt act hour requi r em ent s for the cours e.  A rubri c h as been 
devel oped and shoul d be used as a guidel i ne fo r in st ruct i onal desi gn for as ynchronous 
cours es.   This rubri c is fo und on the Curri cul um Comm i t t ee websi t e pa ge at  
https : / / www.charl es t ons out hern.edu/ ac adem i cs / f ac ul t y/ curri cul um /  .  

c.  Facul t y are en cour a ged t o determ i ne class attenda nce b y the ev al uat i on of student 
part i ci pat i on in schedul e d onli ne discus s i ons, requi red intera ct i on with the facul t y as well 
as other class m at es, and t he timel y subm i s s i on of class assi gnm ent s rather t han simpl y b y 
the number of lo gi ns pro vi ded in the stat i s t i cs measured b y the cours e man agem ent 
s yst em. Qual i t y and qu an t i t y o f work will demons t rat e the ri gor and time on task 
assi gnm ent s ne ces s a r y to equal those of the tr adi t i onal cours e d eli ver y.  

Statement on Equivalence: Courses ta u ght in the web- bas ed form at must b e equi val ent to the 
same cours es t au ght in the tradi t i ona l form at.  

a.  C ours es devel oped sp eci f i cal l y fo r onli ne deli ver y must be approved throu gh the 
Under gr aduat e or Gradu a t e Curri cul um proces s in the same wa y as new tr a di t i onal 
cours es.  

b. The proc es s es and pro ce dures for o ffe ri ng web- based cours es ar e the sam e as all other 
CSU cours es.  

c.  Depart m ent s of feri n g co urs es in web -based fo rm at shoul d be prepa red to docum ent that 
the cours es ha ve student -learni n g outcom es that ar e equi val ent to those for cours es tau ght 
in the tradi t i onal form at. The Curri cul um Comm i t tee rubri c will provi de guidel i nes to 
assi s t in the docum ent at i on of those requi r em ent s. The rubri c is found und e r Curri cul um 
Form s on M yC S U.  

B y acti on of th e De an's Counci l, Feb. 14, 2018.  

 

https://www.charlestonsouthern.edu/academics/faculty/curriculum/

